SAMUEL   BUTLER
Erewhon

SAMUEL BUTLER (1835-1902) was educated at Shrewsbury
School, where his grandfather was headmaster. Thence he
proceeded to Cambridge, his intention being to become
a clergyman. He abandoned this intention, however, and
emigrated to New Zealand, where he settled on a farm near
Canterbury. Within five years he had saved up enough money
to return to England with a small competence. For the re-
mainder of his life he devoted his energies to the pursuit
of his various interests, such as literature (especially the
classics), music (especially Handel), and painting (especially
the early Italian masters).

Butler was a man of peculiar ideas and a satirist of no
mean quality. He could express himself strongly upon educa-
tion, religion, science, and art. Many of his peculiar notions
are enunciated in his novel, Erewhon (1872). This book pro-
fesses to be the story of a New Zealand settler, a young man
who penetrates into a mysterious country * over the range/
At the outset it is a story of engrossing interest, for Butler
knows the country well, and can describe it brilliantly. Once
over the range, the settler discovers the * Erewhonians/ and
then the book develops into a satire upon modern civilization,
in the manner of GulUver's Travels. By comparing us with
the simple Erewhonians, Butler shows us up very badly.

Our extract shows the crossing of the range. With the
settler goes Chowbok, a native who first had inflamed the
young man's 2eal for exploration by giving mysterious hints
about the region on the far side of the mountains.
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